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majority in the higher subordinate ranks of the civil and
military services. Before the Mutiny they largely outnumbered
the Hindus in all the best offices which could be held by a
native in Northern India; after that period they fell to a
minority, and although they are no way responsible, as a body,
for the misconduct of certain sections of their community in
1857, yet in certain provinces they have naturally had some
hard work to recover the ground which was cut from under
them when they made that last desperate spring after the
shadow of a lost empire.

This brief historical retrospect was necessary, because the
present religious temper of the Mahomedans is the reflection
of their political and social misfortunes. It is easy to
understand how these misfortunes must have stirred up
fanaticism in certain sections of a community bound together
and circumscribed into one pale, not by nationality, but by
their faith; to whom the dissolution at the end of the last
century of their Indian supremacy was a direct catastrophe
for the religion which enjoins them to set up and pull down
kingdoms in its name. As Colonel Lees observes, the
laws of the Koran were framed for conquerors; and though
texts can always- be found to warrant prudence and the tactics
of common sense, yet such interpretations conflict inevitably
against the whole tone of their Prophet's message, and
jar upon the whole framework of his system. Much learn-
ing and logic have been expended by Mahomedan school-
men of late upon the nice sharp quillets of the law of Islam,
to inquire whether it permits submission to an infidel yoke,
or absolutely enjoins resistance even when resistance is
not politic and the yoke easy. And Dr. Hunter writes,*
almost as if he verily believed it, that " the obligations of
the Indian Musalmans to rebel or not rebel htog for some
months on the deliberations of three Suni priests in the Holy
City of Arabia" (he refers to the fact that the doctors of
Mecca were consulted as to whether Mahomedans might law-
fully yield us quiet allegiance); and he devotes a whole
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